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3. HOW YOU CAN HELP
 Practice the required prevention steps – see figure.

 Consider one or more of these decontamination options between waterbodies:
 Spray with a bleach solution (~2.5 Tbs./gal. water)

 Dry for 5 days

 Use a hot water or steam pressure washer 

 Use a different set of clean equipment

 Become familiar with how to identify the species.

 Teach others about the species and why preventing the spread matters!

 Report it to your local AIS Coordinator if you suspect you’ve found a new population. 
 Collect a specimen, if possible.

 Record the location.

 Take detailed photos of the plant including identifying features and the surrounding landscape.

 Prevention via education & outreach is a critical component of this response. Lake Monitoring & Protection
Network (LMPN) Coordinators have been championing the prevention message by targeting high-risk pathways
such as waterfowl hunters and boaters.

 Research is a priority given the many information gaps that exist. The Great Lakes Commission is hosting the
European Frogbit Collaborative which aims to connect people, science, and management to advance technology
for EFB control.

 Partnerships have been key to this unprecedented response. The Land & Water Conservation Departments of
Marinette and Oconto Counties have been instrumental in implementing management actions in their respective
counties where most of the populations are located. Numerous other local government agencies, DNR
programs, non-profits, and a university comprise the EFB Response Team.

 Control activities follow an integrated pest management (IPM) strategy and include
manual removal, herbicide treatment (imazapyr), follow-up manual removal,
pre/post-treatment monitoring, site prioritization, and adaptive management.

 Early detection monitoring has revealed significant populations throughout
Marinette & Oconto Counties with satellite populations in Brown & Door Counties.

 European frogbit (EFB) is a free-floating aquatic plant resembling a
miniature lily – see figure for more identification tips.

 It prefers shallow, quiet, or slow-moving water such as wetlands,
ditches, and nearshore areas of lakes, rivers, and streams.

 It forms large colonies of dense, floating mats that can dramatically
affect native aquatic life and limit recreational activities.

 EFB is regulated as an NR40 Prohibited Species meaning it is not
widespread, is likely to cause environmental and/or economic harm,
and eradication and prevention are feasible.

 EFB was first discovered in Wisconsin in an unnamed Green Bay
tributary in Oconto County on July 18, 2021.
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LEAVES
0.5-2.5 inches (1.3-6.3 cm)
Round to heart-shaped
Purple-red underside

FLOWER
3 white petals
Yellow center 
May be visible from 
June to August

ROOTS
Up to 12 inches (30.5 cm) long

TURION
Overwintering reproductive structure

AERENCHYMA
Tissue containing air pockets
Located mostly along the midvein

STEM
Horizontal runner
Produces new plants
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