Wetland Regulatory Tensions Heat Up

Last year, 2 Kewaunee County land-
owner obtained local and county build-
ing permits to construct a shed on his
property and commenced to clear and
grade his land for rhe project. He also
poured a 40'x 80’ concreve slab. He did
all of this before he learned thar permits
were also required from the Wiscon-
sin Depurtment of Natural Resources
(WDNR) and U.5. Army Corps of
Engineers (COE) due to the presence of
wetlands on the building sire—high qual-
ity cedar swamp to be specific,
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Though unfortunate, we're laarning
that this scenario repeats iself with some
regularity throughour the stare. An in-
complete understanding of wetlands and
the wedand regulatory process by some
lundowners and local officials pﬂ.rtilﬂ}"
drives this problem. Gaps in the state’s
wetland mapping inventory and the
lack of narthcation requirements for the
purchase and sale of real esrare containing
wetlands exacerbate it.

Under most circumstances, these
unintentional viclations can be peaceably
resalved through WDNR/COE ininated
enforcement conferences and voluntary
compliance an the part of the landowner.
COecasionally; the resolution process esca-
lires 1o formal enforcement proceedings
and referral o the Deparmment of Justice.
In the case described abave, the enforce-
ment/compliance process is underway,
but the case i simultancously being
touted by some legislators as evidence of
an overzealous WDNR.

This legislative consternarion has

.

set off a barnstorm of activity aimed ar
reforming WDNR' regulatory program
that includes the creation of a Senate
Select Committee on WDNR Regula-
tory Reform, public haarings, the posting
aof a web-site to collecr complamts about
WDNR's wrong-doing, the introduction
of legislation to exempr the illegal Ke-
waunee County fll from state water quality
standardy for wetlinds, and a call for a
|f:gixl.1rh.'c audic of Wsconans Wetland
regularory program.

The legislation (Senate Bill 551 and As-
sembly Bill 1041) secking special exemption
for the Kewaunee landowner who illegally
filled 4 wetland is especially troubling be-
cause it undermines the Juthum:.' dj:lcga.lm‘l
to the nanural resources agenaes, s unfair o
those who abide by the law, and further, it
creates an incentive to break the law, It does
nothing to address the problems dhat led 1o
the illegal fill of a ]ti.gh L[ua]ily irr:pla.u.czl}]t.‘
cedar m':mp-m\mdl'.'. Lack Hi"mtr.l::\uuding
abour and miscommunication of werlaind
regulations.

The Wisconsin Wetlands Association
has followed these developments closely
and responded swifdly to the Immediate
threars these acriviries pose o the integrity
of Wisconsin'’s wetland protection pro-
gram. (Sec sidebar for how WWA mem-
bers have helped.) Simultaneously, we've
mitiated investigations (o beter under-
stand the root causes of common wetland
regulatory tensions and will be working in
the cﬂming moanths to dn‘tiup ] prl.l».'u:tiw:
strategy 1o diffuse these rensions.

s Continued on page 7

— WWA Responds
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Highlights of WWA's response efforts as of
3/6/06 include;

T

Wetland Alerts: On December 21, January 3, and February 9,
WA sent e-mail announcements 1o more than 2,000 Wetlind
Alert subseribers providing: detils on repulatory relorm commit-
Lee dctivities, hq:.lring dates, mlking points for testimony and wrir-
ten commaents, and links to perinent web-sites and documents.

Public Testimony: On January 5, WWA Executive Director
Becky Abel and Board Chair Alice T hompeon testified before the
Committee on WLDNR Regulatory Reform to promaote the ben-
ehty of maintaining a srome werland regularory protection program
in the starr and m share their professional perspectives on the mort
causes of, and possible remedies for, wethand regularory tensions.
On February 15, and again on March 1, Becley Abel testified
before the Committee on R:gul;um}- Reform, and Assembly
Matursl Resources
Commiree. TERpoc-
rively, in opposition
o Senare Bill 551/
Assembly Bill 1041,
which proposed o
exempe the scrivities
i the landowner de-
Scribed in paragraph
one of this article
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standards. Tom srtr @ damperows provedent thar enconrdges flarany
adueregard for wetlond regularion
General On numerous occasions since this story broke

last Diecernber, WWA saff and board members have mert with leg
islarors and WDNR staff o seek informadon and provide inpur an
regulatory reform activities as they unfuld.

Working Group on Wetland Regulatory Concerns: Thirry-
five Wetland Science Forum arendees gathered on February 3 for
aworking group led by WWA Policy and Conservarion Special
15t Enin O'Brien to discuss the root causes of wetland regulatory
tensions and to share perspectives on strategies to address them.
Participants included representatives from consulring firms,
non-prolit organizations, academiz and regulatory agencies.
WA has begun to evaluare the feasibilicy of the suggestions
received and in the coming months plans to solicit additional
member Feedback and identfy parmers and donor to assist
with high priority initatives.

Sallors can help, WWA will continue o wse our elecoronic Werkand
Aleres and Wetland Newy syseems vo update our members and invice
thetr invelvement in these and orher werlined tstes. To tibseribe
wisie: hespe/wne wiscwetlands.orglaleris hom.

A Wetlands Calendar

Field Trips, Workshops, Events & More!

W mall planresng onr rpring amsd e wscsland ivense. Saay v 0
sitsgiiin wscierfanals org for miore exends aod fie program and ficld irip detaids,

April
4 Nightdance of the Weadcods. Dane County ar UW Arborerum,
13- Frogs Might Ous, Dane County. Feld rrip leaden Bab Fay, %50
Mutison Audubon Secety,
22- Eareh Dy, Cslebeate werhined pristeceion 10 an Fareh Duy evenst by st ae
21 Prince’s Point and Bluff Creeli Springs, Mhmnhi_ﬂum}'
Ficld trip leader: Galen Smich.
25 & 27 Wetlands in the Contest of Stormwater Management. Mil-
wattkee & Green Hay, Whrkshop decails on back cover

My 1 Admerroan Wetlansdy Mawihe - Celedmurr &y geveimg yowr feer wre ar oneaf
o fheld trigs or by organieing & sesband rent dn g ared,

3 Morthern Pike Rewring ut Sia-Mile Marsh®, Diatie County. Ficld trip
leader; Kury Welke,

7 Wetlands of the Pewaikee River, Wailiealiy County. Field grp and
boardwalk dedication. Wich Iewaukee River Msrmeedhip.

7+ Frogs of the Cedarbung Bog, Oraukee Cowny, Feld tnp leadens: Jim
Heinare and Gary Canpen. With Natural Resonrses Foandavion of Wiwonsin,
8- International Migratory Bird Day. For informanon and eveno, visit
wwew birdday.ang,

10- Cherokee Marsh ar Yahars Heights County Park®, Dine County,
Field trip leader: Mancy Schlimgen,

11 & 25- Chrunicling Wisconsin Wetlands: Discovering Inspirution,
Refoge & Menewal, a prescatation, nature activiey and

boak siguing by suthur Laurie Lawlor. Milwaukee & Madison. Sec
insert for workahop deeatly,

27- Chiwaukee Prairie, Kenosha Counry, With Nawral Resources Foun-.
danion.of Wisconzin and Chivaukes Prairie Preservation Fand,

31- Lot Lake Wetland Restoration at Suint Benedict Center®, Danc
County, Field trip leaders: Nancy Schlimgen and Paul Bourwell.

lune
Jurie bt Davive Species Auuarenes Masit, For mare (il w55 wni (pasveng.
3. Mononu Wethunds Bike Tour, Dane Countye. Co-hosted with Blle
Federatinn of Wisconsin,
10 Puntoon Tour of Miminippt River Backwaten, Crowford Coumry
nwar Wyalusing,
11- Turtle Valley Wedand Restoration Tour, Hock!/Walworth Coutities
Field weip leaddet: fim Jackley
17- Beulsh Bog Boardwalk Tour, Walvrorth Counry, Fleld trip lesden:
Nell Sawyer,
22 Invinion of the Giant Rred (Phragmites). Loader Gary Fewle and
far Rabindan,
24- Paddling Trip at Dwight's Point & Pokegama Wedands, [uiiglas
Connty, Leaden Bob Craigan, Wirh MNatusal Resources Foundavon of
Wiscansin.
* Pt ol Witershed Walk series howted by Saint Benedics Center, Fur
whele seriey lating; visit wwwishcenterorg/namre. b,
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