
P R E S S    R E L E A S E
Pewaukee is getting ready to kick-off American Wetlands Month in a big way. Since 1991, the nation has devoted the month of May to celebrate its wetland resources. Local environmental groups and concerned citizens nationwide join with federal, state, and local agencies to focus attention on the values and services wetlands provide.
In Pewaukee, the Grand Opening of Simmons Woods Park will be held on   Sunday, May 7, 2006 from 1:00 to 3:00 pm.  This park has been developed as a passive, nature-based park.  It features three distinct environments:  a large wooded hill area, a small open grassland plain and an extensive wetland.
Highlight of the event will be the dedication of the new boardwalk at 1:15 pm in the wetland that borders the north end of the park.  The 800 ft. boardwalk was recently completed by members of the Pewaukee River Partnership and the Lake Pewaukee Sanitary District in cooperation with the Pewaukee Park & Rec Department.  The project was funded by the Village of Pewaukee and the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources.  In order to emphasize its importance, nine informational signs have been erected along the boardwalk explaining the function and benefits of this wetland to the Pewaukee community. 
In accordance with the theme of American Wetlands Month, wetland and water related displays will be set up throughout the park by various conservation groups.  Activities will center on wetland plants and animals.  Participants will be invited to walk on the boardwalk and hike along the marked pathways in the woods.  In addition, special family activities such as a scavenger hunt, rock painting, animal tracking and “goldfishing” are also being planned.

Simmons Woods Park is located in the Village of Pewaukee and is a part of the Pewaukee Park System.  The main entrance is located near the corner of Capitol Dr. and Cecilia Dr. just northeast of the Highway 16 northbound on- ramp.  There is no admission charge.
